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in the colony find them such a nuisance that they have
made it a rule that only one beggar should beg at a time,
and he must first pay a fee of from one to four annas.
His title to beg is secured by a flag, which he receives
from the local Better Living society, if there is one, or
from a person duly appointed for the purpose. No one
else is allowed to beg till the flag is returned, nor may
any one give to a beggar without a flag. The effect has
been excellent, for the flag is generally kept till the
village is sucked dry of its charity for the day, and other
beggars, not knowing how long they may have to wait
and unwilling to glean where another has reaped, pass
on elsewhere. But in one village a serious difficulty has
arisen. Ever since the scheme was introduced, the
harvests have been bad: first the cotton was poor; then
the wheat failed, and now again the cotton is almost as
bad. The people, who are Arains from Jullundur and
Hoshiarpur, said that God was displeased with them for
limiting their alms, and it was all that the more educated
villagers could do to persuade them to the contrary.
Curious that this should be so in the most progressive
of the canal colonies. The Punjab changes less quickly
than one supposes.

In one important respect the colony appears to be Fatalism
producing definite change. As in the central Punjab,1
much less is attributed to fate than before. The people
see that a better crop can be grown with good seed,
improved implements, and interculture, and that human
effort is a real factor in the struggle for existence. The
desire for better conditions of life is also growing. The
colonist is no longer content with the bare requirements
of life as set forth in the two hymns quoted above,2 but
wants a better house and better clothes, and education
for his children, and moreover he is prepared to work
for them. Members of my staff who know other canal
colonies say that much the same is true of them. For
instance, the Muhammadans in the Chunian colony of
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